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In modern times the term is applied to the
upper, or less numerous, branch of the legis-
lature in various countries, as in the United
States, Canada, France, in most of the sepa-
rate states of the Union and in some of the
Swiss cantons. It is also used to designate
the governing body of certain universities.
See below.
SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
the upper and smaller branch of the national
Congress. The Constitution of the United
States, in Article I and in Amendment XVII,
states the fundamental law under which the
body is organized.
There are two Senators from each of the
forty-eight states of the Union. It was in-
tended that they should represent the states
in Congress; therefore the Constitution
placed upon the state legislatures the duty of
electing them. The Seventeenth Amendment,
adopted in 1912, took this privilege from the
legislatures and vested their election directly
with the voters. They yet represent the
sovereign states, but are probably more
responsive to the wishes of the people by the
present manner of election. The term of a
Senator is sis years; one-third of the Senators
retire every two years, on the 3rd of January
(after 1933), so the Senate, unlike the House
of Representatives, is a continuous body.
The powers and duties of Senators are co-
ordinate with those of Representatives, in
most respects. The Senate cannot originate
revenue bills, the initiative resting with the
House. It has the sole power to sit as a
court to try impeachment cases after the
House has voted impeachment of an officer of
the government. The Senate is one arm of
the treaty-making- power of the government,
for it must approve all treaties made by the
executive department before they can become
effective. In other respects the powers of the
two houses are equal.
The presiding officer of the Senate is the
Vice-President of the United States. Not
being a member of the body, he can vote only
in case of a tie. The Senators choose one of
their own members, known as president pro-
tempore, to preside when the Vice-President
is absent. The salary of the Vice-President
was raised in 1925 from $12,000 to $15,000.
The salary of Senators was raised at the same
time to $10,000.
Related Article*. Consult the following
titles for additional information:
Representatives,
House of
Vice-President
Congress
Constitution of the
United States
 SENECA, sen'eka, a tribe of American
Indians, who when first known inhabited the
western part of New York state between
Seneca Lake and the Genesee River. They
were the largest and most powerful tribe in
the Iroquois federation known as the Five
Nations (which see). They conquered the
Erie and the Neutral Nation and absorbed
the remnants of those tribes, about 1650, then
extended their settlements into the country
west of Lake Erie and southward along1 the
Allegheny River. In the Revolutionary War
they supported the British. About 2,500
now live on their reservation in New York,
and a few are found in Oklahoma and Onta-
rio. They have adopted the dress and cus-
toms of civilization.
SENECA, Lucius annaeus (about 4 b. o.
-a. d. 65), a Roman philosopher who taught
the doctrine of the Stoics, and one of the most
brilliant men of letters of his time. He was
born at Corduba (Cordova). When quite
young he studied in Rome, where he made
rapid advance under the tuition of his father.
On his recall from Corsica, where he had been
banished for eight years, he was made praetor,
and was appointed one of the tutors of Em-
peror Nero. For a few years Seneca ex-
erted a strong influence over his wayward
pupil, but eventually only jealousy and
hatred were engendered. After Nero had
drawn Seneca into a conspiracy, he was
forced by Nero to commit suicide. Seneca's
extant works comprise moral treatises on
Anger; on Providence; on Tranquillity of
Mind; on the Steadfastness of the Wixe Man;
on Clemency, addressed to Nero-; seven books
on Benefits; seven on investigations of nature,
and twenty books of moral letters. The
tragedies which bear Seneca's name are in-
ferior to his prose writings* See stoioirm,
SENECA LAKE, the largest of the group
known as the Finger Lakes, in the western
part of New York, and a favored summer
resort Because of its scenic attractions; nota-
bly Watkins Glen and Cayuga Lake Park.
The lake is thirty-seven miles long, from two
to four miles wide, and 630 feet deep, Seneea
Lake flows into Lake Ontario, through Seneca
and Oswego rivers, and is joined by a canal to
the Erie eanal See nbw tobk: some baboe
senegawY, a river of Africa,
on the southwestern border of the Sahara
Desert. It rises near the sources of the
Niger, from which its sources ar0 separated

